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Class IV 

Topic The Scholar’s Mother Tongue and Verbs 

 

Literature 

 

Students need to read the following for better understanding of the chapter. 

 

Synopsis of the lesson: 

 

This lesson is about a scholar who knew all the languages and was very fluent in it, 

once, he visited the Akbar’s court. He challenged everybody at the court to name his 

mother tongue but all failed and the challenge was taken by Birbal.  

 

Birbal, who was a wise man and was known for his intelligence accepted it. At night 

Birbal secretly entered the room where the Pundit was sleeping. He whispered 

something in his ear and also tickled his ear with a feather. The half-awaken pundit 

uttered some words in his mother tongue as he got disturbed, the next day Birbal 

announced that his mother tongue was Telegu. It was because at the times of difficulty 

a person speaks only in his mother tongue. In this way, Birbal found out that the learned 

Pundit’s mother tongue and the latter graciously accepted the truth. 

 

Grammar 

 

A word used to describe an action, state, or occurrence is called a verb. 

In short Verbs are also called as ‘action words’ or ‘doing words’ 

Eg- eat, walk, sleep, jump, etc 

 

• Some verbs express a concrete action. Eg- work, run, sit, eat, jump. 

• Some verbs express a spoken action. 

Eg- talk, tell, said, suggested, and yelled. 

• Some verbs do not express concrete actions, they express actions that happen 

mentally, such as feelings, ideas and thoughts.  

Eg-I like Mary. 

Tom has the answer. 

They are here. 

 

• Introduction of ‘Auxiliary/Helping Verbs’ and ‘Linking Verbs.’ 

Use of- am, is, are, was, were, has, have and had. 

 

Linking Verb: 

• Does not show action. 

• It connects the subject of the verb to more information about the subject. 

            It acts as the main verb in a sentence. 

 

 

Subject-verb agreement: 

If the subject of a verb is singular, the verb should also be singular. 

Eg- The man is playing football. 

 



If the subject is plural, the verb should also be plural. 

Eg- The men are playing football. 

 

Grammar Good Grammar Pg 27,28,29,30,31 

Reading Loud Reading of the chapter, ‘The Scholar’s Mother Tongue’ 

 

Expected Answers for Literature ‘The Scholar’s Mother Tongue.’ 

Ex A: Word Web (synonyms) (in the form of a web) 

1) surprised : astonish, amaze, startle 

2) courtiers: attendants, followers, henchmen 

3) whispered: murmur, mutter, mumble 

Ex B: Complete the sentence: 

        1) The Pundit accepted the truth as Birbal disclosed/told everyone that the Pundit’s 

mother tongue was Telegu. 

Ex C: Write the following story elements from the lesson: 

       1) Mention two important characters of the lesson. 

       2) Write one key event from the lesson. 

Ex D: Answer the following questions: 

   Q1)   Who visited the court of Akbar? What did he tell the king and his courtiers?  

   Q2)   Who took up the challenge? What did he do to find out his real mother tongue? 

  Q3)   Why was the Pundit surprised and accepted the truth? 

  

Ans1: A learned Pundit once visited the court of Akbar.  

           He told the King and his courtiers that he had mastery over many different languages. 

Ans 2: Birbal took up the challenge.  

           He went quietly to the Pundit’s room when he was asleep. He whispered into the 

Pundit’s ear and tickled it with a feather. The Pundit was half awake and suddenly cried out 

words in his mother tongue. 

Ans3: The Pundit was surprised and accepted the truth as Birbal came to the court and told 

everyone that his mother tongue was Telegu. 

Ex E : Answer with reference to the context : 

“How did you find the truth? 

     Q1. Who said this to whom?                     Ans: The king Akbar told this line to Birbal. 

     Q2. What was Birbal’s answer to Akbar when he was asked how the truth was revealed?          

        Ans: Birbal told Akbar that a person speaks only in his mother tongue in times of 

difficulty. 

EX F: Make meaningful sentences on your own: 

a. tickled                                b. learned                   c. challenged 


